
"Amazing Faith"
Mark 5:21-6:6

Three things to know:
(1) Jesus has power over sickness, disease, and death

Jesus continued to reveal the reality of His identity by demonstrating His power over 
the destructive effects of sin in the world. From sickness and disease to the ultimate 
consequence of death, Jesus revealed His power over these powerful enemies of life. From 
the woman who suffered with her health condition for twelve-years to the twelve-year-old girl 
who died, Jesus conquered what no man was able to conquer. Jesus defeated sickness and 
disease, and Jesus even defeated death! Through His actions, the identity of Jesus was 
revealed. Jesus demonstrated His power over sickness, disease, and death, revealing His 
identity as the only One who can conquer the things that no-one else can conquer. Jesus 
revealed that He was God.
(a) Read Mark 5:21-24. What impresses you most about the response of Jesus to the 

leader of the synagogue? What does this tell you about approaching Jesus today? What 
does this tell you about Jesus' response to those who come to Him in similar faith?

(b) Read Mark 5:25-29. What impresses you most about what this woman thought about 
Jesus and how this woman approached Jesus? What can we learn from this woman 
about approaching Jesus in faith?

(c) Read Mark 5:30-34. Why do you think Jesus made such a point of calling on the woman 
to publically acknowledge what she had done? What did this do for the woman? What 
did this do for the people who witnessed her public testimony?

(4) Faith is the key to God's saving work through Jesus
Jesus examined and emphasized the role of faith in connection to the work of God in 

the lives of His people. For the woman who touched His garment, Jesus revealed that her 
faith, rather than just the physical touch of His garment, was what saved her. For the ruler 
whose daughter died from an illness, Jesus encouraged His disciples and her father to have 
faith that the little girl would live. On the other hand, the lack of faith among the mourners 
gathered at the house of Jairus kept them from witnessing the resurrection of the little girl, 
and the lack of faith among the family of Jesus and the residents in His hometown also kept 
them from experiencing the powerful work of Jesus in their community. In each example, 
Jesus revealed the importance of faith in experiencing and witnessing the saving work of 
God through Jesus Christ.
(a) Take time to identify and discuss each time in the passage that Jesus discussed belief or 

faith. In each case, why was faith important?
(b) Why did the mourners laugh at Jesus when He told them that the little girl was only 

asleep? Does this problem still exist today? If so, how?



(c) Why did the family and neighbors of Jesus question His identity despite the reality of His 
miracles? Does this problem still exist today? If so, how?

(4) There's no-one too sinful and no situation too hopeless for the hope that's found 
in Jesus

Jairus and the woman with the medical condition were two people who were 
desperate. Jairus' situation was urgent and critical. His daughter was about to die, and he 
had no doubt explored all possible options to heal her. As a leader of the synagogue, Jairus 
would have had access to the best doctors and the best medicine available at that time. 
However, none of the remedies healed his daughter, and time was running out. The 
woman's situation was not as urgent or critical, but it was just as desperate. She had been 
struggling with a medical condition for as long as Jairus' daughter had been alive! No 
doctors or medicine had been able to help her, and her condition affected everything in her 
life because the condition made her ceremonially unclean. Her chance to reach Jesus was 
then and there, and with every step He took, her time was running out. In both situations, 
there was ample cause for hopelessness, but in both situations, Jairus and the woman put 
their hope in Jesus. Perhaps the most hopeless situation was the situation in Jesus' 
hometown. In that situation, there was no sense of urgency or desperation. In that situation, 
there was only confusion and apprehension. Familiarity with Jesus led to a lack of faith in 
Jesus, which was the most hopeless condition of all.
(a) Jesus healed the woman and raised the little girl from the dead. Was the physical aspect 

of these miracles the point of the miracles, or was there a deeper reason for these 
miracles that Jesus did? If so, what is the deeper reason.

(b) What is the danger of connecting faith with the outcome of physical miracles such as 
these? Can you give any specific examples of this danger in your experience?

(c) What is the danger of familiarity with Jesus? How is this a real danger in a place -- like 
where you live -- where Jesus and Christianity are so common and so broadly 
accepted?

Three things to do:
(1) Come to Jesus with humble, insistent, and expectant faith
(2) Believe in Jesus regardless of how unbelievable your situation is in life
(3) Join Jesus in His work where there is evidence of faith in Him
(a) Discuss what each of these "things to do" looks like in our lives.
(b) Which one of these things to do is easiest for you? Why?
(c) Which one of these things to do is most difficult for you? Why?
(d) Pray for the work on the Holy Spirit in growing each of you in your faith in Jesus and in 

producing a life of faith that consistently accomplishes these things to do.


